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Synopsis

Edwidge Danticat, the award-winning, best-selling author of THE FARMING OF BONES and KRIK?
KRAK! offers a powerful addition to The Royal Diaries series with the story of Haiti’'s heroic queen
Anacaona.With her signature narrative grace, Edwidge Danticat brings Haiti’'s beautiful queen
Anacaona to life. Queen Anacaona was the wife of one of her island’s rulers, and a composer of
songs and poems, making her popular among her people. Haiti was relatively quiet until the Spanish
conquistadors discovered the island and began to settle there in 1492. The Spaniards treated the
natives very cruelly, and when the natives revolted, the Spanish governor of Haiti ordered the
arrests of several native nobles, including Anacaona, who was eventually captured and executed, to

the horror of her people.
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Customer Reviews

Gr. 5-8. In her second novel for young people, part of the Royal Diaries series, Danticat writes a
gripping story that shows European invasion from a native Caribbean viewpoint. In fifteenth-century
Haiti, Anacaona is part of a royal lineage that rules the Taino people. After her coming-of-age
ceremony, she marries a neighboring chief and learns battle techniques to defend against warring
tribes. Then "pale men" arrive from Europe. Although Anacaona’s people win a vicious battle

against the Spanish explorers, children who read the epilogue will learn about the ultimate



devastation that Europeans brought to the island worlds. The diary format raises several issues. A
preface acknowledges that Anacaona, whose society had no written language, wouldn’t have kept a
diary. Also, the text is filled with long, purposeful explanations of Taino customs, which prompts
questions about the division between factual and fictional content, as will some of the extensive
back matter. Still, readers will connect with Danticat’'s immediate, poetic language, Anacaona’s
finely drawn growing pains, and the powerful, graphic story that adds a vital perspective to the
literature about Columbus and European expansion in the Americas. Gillian EngbergCopyright A©

American Library Association. All rights reserved

The book was marked as a hardcover when for sale, so | assumed that it would be a hardcover
book, but it wasn’t. Slightly disappointed that it wasn’t in the original hardcover format for the Royal
Diaries series.

| bought this book for my granddaughter and wound up reading it myself. Edwidge Danticat is one of
my favorite authors. | thought | had read everything of hers and then came across this marvelous
story of a Haitian Princess. Danticat describes a lost culture through her story-telling and gives
young girls and women another great role model of wisdom, strength, character, and courage.
Good book, though bittersweet. Very informative.

Haitian history. Enjoyed reading this book. So interesting

Good read

Very easy read. Interesting and to the point. Poor Anacaona!

Great read!

Great condition.
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